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Chapters 1-3 (Pgs. 1-15) 
Objectives: 

1. Students will review some of the history of Brian, including information from Hatchet 
and Brian’s Winter. 

2. Students will read the first three chapters (pages 1-15), in which the chapters give a 
description of who, where, and why Brian is where he is.  

a. Students will take a deeper look into where and why Brian is where he is by 
receiving and filling out a KWL worksheet. (What I know, what I want to know, 
and what I learned.) 

b. As a result, students will have a clear understanding of where and why Brian is 
where he is. Students can compare and contrast similar situations they have 
been in, in similar situations.  

Materials:  

 Brian’s Winter 

 Brian’s Return 

 Hatchet 

 KWL worksheet 

 Writing utensils 

 Scratch Paper 

 Learning log 
 

Opening: 
1. Discuss the history of Brian and his voyages in the wilderness. Give a synopsis of Gary 

Paulsen and his award winning novel, Hatchet.  
2. Read intriguing excerpts from Hatchet or Brian’s Winter to capture the students’ 

interests in Gary Paulsen and his style of writing.  
3. After reading excerpts from Hatchet and Brian’s Winter, have the students make 

predictions regarding the novel Brian’s Return. Students may use prior knowledge, the 
title, and the cover to make their predictions.  

a. Students will write their predictions in their learning log notebook. 
 

Procedure:   
Pre-Reading 

1. The teacher will handout KWL worksheets for the students to fill out.  
2. Students will work individually to answer the questions:  what I already know, what I 

want I know, what I learned.   
3. Students will leave the section, “what I learned” blank and fill it out post reading the 

first three chapters.  
a. An example of what the students may already know could be anything discussed 

during the opening section. This could include any details from Hatchet or Brian’s 
Winter.  



b. An example of what the students may think they know could be why Brian is 
returning to the wilderness. This may include the fact that he misses the area, he 
initially left something there, or he is just visiting the area during vacation.  

c. An example of what the students may think they’ll learn is why Brian is returning 
to the wilderness. This may include the fact that he misses the area, he initially 
left something there, or he is just visiting the area during vacation. 
 

During-Reading 
1. Students will read in groups of 2-3 individuals.  
2. The students will record any new information learned while reading in their learning 

logs.  
3. When students arrive to new interesting information regarding information about Brian 

or any other events in the story, they will be encouraged to write them down for their 
post reading activity.  

a. Students will make note of any new characters or particular events that they find 
important to the story. 
 

Post-Reading 
1. The students will review their KWL worksheets and compare their initial thoughts to the 

actual occurrences in the book.  
2. Students will work individually to answer to final question on the KWL worksheet; what I 

learned.  
a. An example of what a student may record may deal with Brian’s physical 

interaction with Carl, what some things that frustrate him about civilization, or 
the police talking with his mother.  

3. Students will share what they learned after reading the first three chapters. 
a. Students will be encouraged to add to their “what they learned” section after 

listening to other students in the classroom.   
 

Closure:  
1. The teacher will share any additional events that they students may have left out.  

a. Students will record this additional information on their KWL worksheets. 
2. The teacher will answer any questions the students may have regarding the first three 

chapters of the book.  
3. The teacher will collect the students’ KWL worksheets.  

 
Assessment:  

1. The teacher will assess student knowledge by reviewing the KWL worksheet.  
a. Students will need to indicate that they put a valiant effort into their KWL 

worksheet.  
b. Students will need to indicate that they previously knew information and 

predicted events before reading and recorded important characters and events 
during and after reading the first three chapters.  

2. The teacher will assess student knowledge through class discussion and participation.  



Resources: EDUC. 329: Teaching Reading and Language Arts II Packet, Dr. Arne E. Sippola 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapters 4-6 (Pgs. 15-34) 
 

Objectives: 
1. The students will review the previous three chapters (1-3) in which a description of the 

main character was given, including a description of Brian, his feelings, behavior and his 
personality traits. 

2. Teacher will read the first chapter to the class using the Think Aloud technique, and the 
students will read the following two chapters. 

3. Students will take a deeper look into Brian’s character in the book and will create a 
character map.  

a. Students will make one character map, describing Brian’s feelings, behavior, and 
personality traits.  

b. Students will then create a second character map providing evidence for three of 
his personality traits.  

4. As a result, students will have a clear understanding of Brian’s personality traits, as well 
as make relations to their own lives.  
 

Materials: 

 Brian’s Return 

 Character Map worksheet (#1) 

 Character Map worksheet (#2) 

 Scratch Paper 

 Writing Utensils (Red & Blue) 

 Learning Log Notebook 
 

Opening: 
1. Discuss the previous three chapters with the students.  

a. Have the students describe why they think Brian will return to the wilderness.  
b. Have the students describe Brian’s fight with Carl and how Brian defended 

himself.  
2. Have the students make predictions regarding the remainder of the book, focusing on 

the next three chapters.  
a. Make predictions regarding the future of Brian, Carl, and Susan. 
b. Make predictions regarding the cop psychologist and whether he’ll attend any 

meetings.  
c. Make predictions on how Brian’s mother will respond to the news of his fighting 

incident.  
 
Procedure:  
Pre-reading 

1. The teacher will hand out a character map worksheet for students to fill out.  
2. Students will work individually to complete the character map for Brian.  

a. The students will use a Blue pen to fill out this character map. 



b. This character map will include a description of Brian, his feelings, behavior and 
his personality traits.  

c. Students will only include information they have obtained through the first three 
chapters.  

3. Once students have completed their character maps, they will share them with 
individuals nearby, noting additional character traits they may have initially failed to 
identify.  
 

During Reading 
1. The teacher will ask the students to write down any additional characteristics of Brian 

that may appear in the following three chapters in their learning logs.   
2. The teacher will read the first chapter (Chapter 4) aloud to the class using the Think 

Aloud technique.  
a. The teacher will try and identify any additional characteristics in chapter 4. 
b. Some examples of the teacher using the Think Aloud technique may include:  

i. “Hmm, it appears that Brian is really being stubborn about attending this 
physiologist.” 

ii. “Wow, Brian description of the sunset really illustrates his passion for the 
wilderness.”  

3. Once the teacher has completed reading the first chapter aloud, using the Think Aloud 
technique, he will pair the students and have them continue reading the next two 
chapters.  

a. The students will continue to write down any additional characteristic traits of 
Brian while reading together.  

Post Reading 
1. The students will add any additional characteristics to the character map.  

a. These additional characteristics will be added in a red pen to indicate that they 
were added after the initial three chapters.  

2. The teacher will hand out another character map worksheet.  
a. This character map asks the students to provide evidence for three specific 

character traits.  
b. The students will work in pairs to scan through the first six chapters and attempt 

to find evidence to support three of Brian’s different character traits. 
 

Closure: 
1. The teacher will go around the room and ask each pair to identify one character trait 

and one proof of evidence from the book.  
a. The teacher will add any additional input necessary.  

2. The teacher will answer any questions the students may have regarding the first six 
chapters of the book.  

3. The teacher will collect the students’ two character maps.  
 
 
 



Assessment: 
1. The teacher will assess student knowledge by reviewing the two character maps.  

a. Students will need to indicate that they put a valiant effort into their character 
maps. 

b. Students will need to show correct evidence for three of the personality traits.  
c. The teacher will review the personality traits the students knew before and after 

reading chapters four through six.  
2. The teacher will assess student knowledge through class discussion and participation.  

 
Resources: EDUC. 329: Teaching Reading and Language Arts II Packet, Dr. Arne E. Sippola 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 7-9 (Pgs. 35-59) 
Objective:  

1. The students will review the previous six chapters, noting any important details. 
2. The students and teacher will read the next three chapters in the book. 

a. The Students and teacher will execute the Request game after each chapter.  
3. Students will make predictions regarding chapter nine and the remaining portion of the 

book.  
4. As a result of the Request game, students will have a clear understanding of what is 

occurring during the first nine chapters, thus allowing the students to make appropriate 
predictions for the upcoming nine chapters.  
 

Materials:  

 Brian’s Return 

 Writing Utensils 

 Paper 

 Learning Log Notebook 
 
Opening:  

1. Discuss the previous six chapters with the students.  
a. Have the students discuss Brian’s relationship with the peers at school. 
b. Have the students discuss Brian’s relationship with Caleb.  
c. Have the students discuss why Brian wants to return to the wilderness.  

2. Have students make predictions regarding the remainder of the book, focusing 
particularly on the next three chapters.  

a. Have the students predict how Brian will contact the Cree/Smallhorns. 
b. Have the students predict when, where and how Brian will get to the wilderness 

and what he might do when he is there.  
3. The teacher will explain that the class will be playing a type of game while reading the 

next three chapters of the book.  
a. The game is referred to as Request. 

 
Procedure:  
Pre-reading 

1. The teacher will explain the guidelines to the Request game.  
a. All players will read a common segment slightly. Once finished, the students are 

free to ask the teacher any questions regarding the material. The teacher then 
answers the questions, providing evidence from the book. Next, the teacher 
then poses questions to the students. This procedure is then repeated for the 
next chapter.   

b. After the students are finished reading the second chapter, the students will 
make predictions for the third and final chapter of the day. They will then read 
the third and final chapter. Once finished, the teacher will assist in a follow up 
discussion of the material, examining the students’ previous predictions.  



2. The teacher will answer any questions from the students regarding the reading material 
or the guidelines to the Request game.  
 

During Reading 
1. The teacher and students will follow the guidelines to the Request game.  

a. The students and the teacher will both read chapter seven slightly.  
b. Once both are finished reading, the students are free to ask the teacher any 

questions regarding the material.  
c. Once the students are finished asking questions, the teacher will pose similar 

questions to the students.  
2. The students and the teacher will follow a similar procedure for chapter eight. 
3. Once the students and teacher have completed the Request game for chapters seven 

and eight, the teacher will lead a discussion regarding predictions for the last chapter for 
the day, chapter nine.  

a. The students will write their predictions in their learning logs. 
4. Once students have finished recording their predictions, the teacher and students will 

read the third and final chapter for the day.  
 

Post Reading 
1. The teacher will lead a discussion regarding chapter nine, answering any questions the 

students have regarding the material. 
2. A select number of students will share their previous predictions and compare them to 

the actual occurrences in the book.  
a. If there is time remaining, students will make predictions for the upcoming three 

chapters.  
 

Closure:  
1. The teacher will answer any questions the students may have regarding the first nine 

chapters of the book.  
2. The teacher will collect the students’ chapter nine learning logs and their predictions.  

 
Assessment:  

1. The teacher will assess student knowledge by reviewing the students’ chapter nine 
predictions.  

a. Students will need to illustrate that they put a valiant effort into their chapter 
nine predictions. 

b. Students will need to demonstrate why they thought their previous predictions 
to be correct. 

2. The teacher will assess student participation during the Request game and classroom 
discussion. 

 
Resources: EDUC. 329: Teaching Reading and Language Arts II Packet, Dr. Arne E. Sippola 

 
 



Chapter 10-12 (Pgs. 60-75) 
Objective:  

1. The students will review the previous nine chapters, discussing main characters and 
important events.  

2. The students and teacher will read the next three chapters in the book. 
3. The students will complete a story map through circular pictures, covering chapters 10-

12.  
a. Students will choose up to ten important events that occurred in the three 

chapters.  
b. Students will connect these events using the circular story map. 

4. As a result of the constructing the story map, students will have a clear understanding of 
the most important events occurring during these three chapters. 
 

Materials:  

 Brian’s Return 

 Writing Utensils 

 Scratch paper 

 Paper for Story Mapping 

 Learning Log 
 
Opening: 

1. Discuss the previous nine chapters with the students.  
a. Have the students discuss how and why Brian is where he is.  

2. Have students make predictions regarding the remainder of the book, focusing 
particularly on the next three chapters.  

a. Have the students predict what kind of trouble he may find himself in.  
3. The teacher will explain that the class will be creating a circular story map for the next 

three chapters.  
4. The teacher will answer any questions the students may have regarding any previous 

material or the upcoming three chapters.  
 

Procedure: 
Pre-reading 

1. The teacher will explain the concept of story mapping. 
a. The teacher will provide an example circular story map for the students to 

examine.  
2. Students will jot down important events in their learning log while reading the three 

chapters.  
3. The teacher will answer any questions the students may have regarding story mapping. 

 
During Reading 

1. The students will begin reading the material, chapters 10-12.  
2. The students will jot down any important events occurring while reading the assigned 

three chapters.  



3. The teacher will circulate the room ensuring students are on task and following the 
previously described guidelines.  
  

Post Reading  
1. The teacher will briefly re-explain the circular story mapping guidelines.  

a. Students may ask any questions regarding the reading material or the guidelines 
to the circular story map.  

2. The teacher will hand out another piece of paper for students to complete their circular 
story map.  

3. Students will use their information from their previous reading and any information 
they wrote down in their learning logs to help complete their circular story mapping.  

a. An example of some important events in the story may include Brian’s encounter 
with the deer, his encounter with the bear, or with the moose.  

4. The teacher will circle the room and assist students when necessary.  
 

Closure: 
1. The teacher will go around the room and have the students share their story map.  

a. Students will describe several important events from the story.  
b. The teacher will take time and ask students questions regarding the information.  

i. Sample questions may be; why did you choose this particular event or do 
you feel like you may have left any important events out?  

2. The teacher will answer any questions the students may have regarding the first twelve 
chapters of the book.  

3. The teacher will collect the students’ story mapping worksheet.  
 

Assessment: 
1. The teacher will assess student knowledge by reviewing the students’ circular story 

mapping. 
a. Students will need to illustrate that they put a valiant effort into their story 

mapping. 
b. Students need to show that they read and completely understood the material 

providing evidence with a well detailed story map. 
2. The teacher will assess student knowledge through class discussion and participation.  

 
Resources: EDUC. 329: Teaching Reading and Language Arts II Packet, Dr. Arne E. Sippola 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 13-15 (Pgs. 76-92) 
Objective:  

1. The students will review the previous twelve chapters, discussing main characters and 
important events.  

2. Prior to reading, the students will make predictions regarding upcoming events.  
3. The students and teacher will read the next three chapters in the book. 

a. Students will make connections with their predictions and actual occurrences.  
4. Students will illustrate an important event in the story, being artistic and creative.  

 
Materials:  

 Brian’s Return 

 Writing Utensils 

 Paper 

 Learning Log Notebook 

 Highlighters 

 Crayons 

 Colored Pencils  
 
Opening: 

1. Discuss and summarize the previous twelve chapters with the students.  
2. Have the students write a few paragraphs in their learning logs regarding the previous 

three chapters.  
a. The students may write about their favorite chapter, something that intrigued 

them, or anything about the book that comes to mind.  
i. Students may write about the storm, Shakespeare, or his nighttime 

adventure with the wolves.   
3. The teacher will answer any questions the students may have regarding the previous 

twelve chapters.  
 

Procedure: 
Pre-reading 

1. The teacher will lead an in class discussion regarding the previous twelve chapters.  
2. The students will use the information they have obtained from the previous twelve 

chapters to predict the next three chapters, and ultimately the remainder of the story.  
a. The students will record their predictions in their learning logs.  

3. Once students have recorded their predictions, the teacher will ask a select number of 
students to share their predictions.  

a. The teacher will lead a classroom discussion regarding the students’ predictions.  
 

During Reading 
1. Students will begin reading chapters 13-15, recording important information in their 

learning logs. 
a. Students will later use this information in their post reading activity.  



2. The teacher will hand out highlighters to the class.  
3. The students will highlight any of their predictions that are similar to the occurrences in 

the book.   
 

Post Reading  
1. Students will share any of their highlighted information. 

a. Students will explain how they inferred each particular occurrence. 
i. For example, students may explain that they thought something may 

happen to the canoe because Brian had remembered to tie it down. 
2. The teacher will explain the next portion of the assignment. 
3. Students will choose their favorite event from the previously read three chapters.  

a. Students may use their learning log entries to help them choose a particular 
event.  

4. Using crayons and colored pencils, the students will illustrate their favorite event in 
chapters 13-15.  

a. Students should depict all important aspects of the event, being as creative as 
possible. 
 

Closure: 
1. The teacher will go around the room and have the students share their drawings.  

a. Students will describe why they choose their particular event.  
b. The teacher will ask students questions regarding their drawing.  

i. What did you choose this event?   
ii. What makes this particular event important?  

2. The teacher will answer any questions the students may have regarding the first fifteen 
chapters of the book.  

3. The teacher will collect the students’ predictions, notes, and their drawings.  
 

Assessment: 
1. The teacher will assess student knowledge by reviewing the students’ predictions and 

their drawings.  
a. Students need to use creativity and show effort in their drawings.  
b. Students need to show that they read and understood the material providing 

plausible predictions.  
2. The teacher will assess student knowledge through class discussion and participation.  

 
Resources: EDUC. 329: Teaching Reading and Language Arts II Packet, Dr. Arne E. Sippola 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 16-18 (Pgs. 93-110) 
Objective:  

1. The students will review the previous fifteen chapters, discussing main characters and 
important events.  

2. Prior to reading, during reading, and after reading students will engage in a Directed 
Reading-Thinking Activity (DR-TA). 

a. Students will make predictions in their learning logs.  
b. Teachers and students will discuss predictions and vocabulary.  

3. At the conclusion of the story, students will construct an eighteen event story map.  
a. The story map will contain setting, theme, major characters, conflict, resolution, 

climax, and one major event from each chapter.  
Materials:  

 Brian’s Return 

 Writing Utensils 

 Paper 

 Story Map worksheet 

 Learning Log Notebook 

 Chalkboard 

 Chalk 
 
Opening: 

1. Discuss and summarize the previous fifteen chapters with the students.  
2. The teacher will answer any questions the students have regarding the previously read 

material.   
3. The teacher will explain the basics of the Directed Reading-Thinking Activity. 

a. Including the discussions, the learning logs predictions, and the extension 
activity.  

4. The teacher will answer any questions the students have regarding the DR-TA activity.  
 

Procedure: 
Pre-reading 

1. Using the information obtained through prior knowledge and the classroom discussion, 
the students will take several minutes and jot down some of their predictions for the 
remainder of the book in their learning log notebook. 

a. The teacher will ask for volunteered predictions to be presented on the 
chalkboard for the rest of the class to observe.  

2. The teacher will use the students’ predictions to begin a brief discussion on how the 
students came to these particular inferences.  

a. Students will explain why that predicted the events that they did.  
i. Students may predict that Brian will get lost and never find his way home.  

ii. Students may infer that Brian will never want to leave to wilderness. 
 
 



During Reading 
1. Once students are able to evaluate their predictions while reading, they will modify their 

predictions in their learning log notebook.  
a. If the students are originally incorrect, they will write down the actual 

occurrences explained in the book.  
b. If the students are originally correct, they will add any additional important 

details. 
2. The students’ predictions are reviewed in a classroom setting.  

a. Students will share their original predictions and whether or not they correspond 
with the book. 

3. The teacher and other students will pose questions for each individual student to 
answer regarding their original prediction.  

a. What previous events made you come to this conclusion? 
b. What actual occurrences were different from your original prediction?  
c. What actual occurrences were similar to you original prediction?  

4. The teacher will describe and discuss any new or difficult vocabulary words found in the 
text.  

a. The students and the teacher will identify any particular words that are 
important or problematic.  
 

Post Reading  
1. Students will construct an eighteen event story map regarding the story as a whole. 

a. The story map will contain setting, theme, major characters, conflict, resolution, 
climax, and one major event from each chapter.  

b. Crayons and colored pencils are available, so creativity and neatness are 
essential.  

2. Students may work in a small group and use their books as a reference.  
3. The teacher will circle the room, assisting when necessary. 

 
Closure: 

1. The teacher will go around the room and have the students share their concept map.  
a. Students will choose several chapters and describe why they choose each 

particular event.  
b. The teacher will ask students questions regarding their concept map.  

2. The teacher will answer any lingering questions the students may have regarding the 
novel, Brian’s Return. 

3. The teacher will collect the students’ predictions, notes, and their concept maps.  
 

Assessment: 
1. The teacher will assess student knowledge by reviewing the students’ learning logs.  

a. Students need to show that they read and understood the material providing 
plausible predictions.  

2. The teacher will assess student knowledge through class discussion and participation.  
3. The teacher will assess student knowledge by reviewing the students’ concept map. 



a. Students need to use creativity and show effort in their concept maps 
b. Students need to include all aspects of the concept map including one major 

event from each chapter.  
 

Resources: EDUC. 329: Teaching Reading and Language Arts II Packet, Dr. Arne E. Sippola 
 
 


